ELEVATOR TO HELL
Lynn Har dy
| NT. ASPHODEL, A HELLI SH CAVERN FULL OF STONE AND MAGVA

ZAGREUS, a young-|ooking man who is the son of the gods HADES
and PERSEPHONE, jogs onto a floating stone cubicle. Zagreus
stares at the ceiling, noticing a strange, netallic and stone
fused eye | ooking back at him Suddenly, Zagreus's confusion
at the object is interrupted by a sharp swinging sword at his
head.

SENUA
AAAARGHHH!

Zagreus, quick footed, dodges in tinme and pulls out his
swor d.

ZAGREUS
Ch, this is new Is nmy father sending
yet anot her chanpion fromEl ysiumto
stop ne? This is beginning to get
predi ct abl e.

SENUA, a young worman dressed in Celtic warrior attire and
make- up, staggers back, exhausted but deeply focused on
Zagreus. Zagreus appears unnoved and gets into a fighting
stance. A beat passes, when suddenly a robotic and fem nine
voi ce emanates fromthe ceiling.

GLADCS
VWhat are you waiting for, if you don't
attack him you' |l never get out of

this room

ZAGREUS( CONFUSED - GUARD DOWN)
VWhat, no hell 0?

SENUA VO CE 1 (WH SPER - CONFI DENT)
Don't hesitate.

SENUA VO CE 2 (WH SPER - AFRAI D)
She doesn't have the strength.

SENUA VO CE 3 (WHI SPER - FI ERCE)
Kill him now

Senua grabs her sword by both hands and takes a | ong sweep
for Zagreus's torso, but he snmoothly steps back.



GLADCS
Do you enjoy failing? I think you have
a real knack for it.

ZAGREUS
Vll that's just rude.

GLADCS
Do you know what el se is rude? Wl ki ng
into soneone's home with no shoes.

ZAGREUS( ANNOYED)
Fair, but unnecessary.

GLADGCS( TO SENUA)
Did you know war heroes are nore
likely to return hone when they have a
strong conrade? Well, | guess you
woul dn't know t hat .

SENUA( DESPERATE)
| tried to protect hinm Just help ne
find him

GLADCS
You tried to protect hinf Like how you
try to l ook sinister, but instead | ook
like a bird rolled around in nud?

Senua screans and flails her sword around the room wunable to
find the taunting voice. Zagreus faces shifts to conpassion,
and then junps towards G.aDOS and smacks the eye with his
fist. Senua appears stunned at his strength and backs away

wi th her sword ready.

GLADCS
Was that suppose to hurt? I'm nade of
stone and netal. Idiot.
ZAGREUS
That's enough out of you for now.
(to Senua)

| think I'm beginning to understand.
You're not a dead spirit summoned here
by ny father to thwart ny escape, but

j ust soneone | ooking for a |ost sou
they | oved. Humans shouldn't really be
here, but then again, neither should
...



SENUA( SCARED BUT STANDI NG HER GROUND)
What are you? Are you a god? Is that
why you can hear the voices?

SENUA VO CE 1(WH SPER - SCARED)
We can't trust gods.

SENUA VO CE 2(WHI SPER - FRUSTRATED)
We knew she was too weak.

ZAGREUS

Voi ces... do you normally hear voices?
SENUA

Yes. But this one is different... it

taunts nme nore, it's crueler.

GLADCS
The only voices | hear are the
scream ng souls that listen to you
speak. You can hear themtoo?

ZAGREUS
Oh, that one tal king about scream ng
soul s?

SENUA
Yes! That one, it's new.

ZAGREUS
That's probably just one of ny
father's new toys to distract ne from
escaping hell. Feel free to ignore it,
I will.

SENUA
This is hell!? Is that why it tortures
us?

ZAGREUS
Torture is a bit of a strong word for
what ever this is doing, but yes. There
is far worse in the deeper depths of
hell, sonme creatures who do it for
their owmn entertainnent |like this one.

GLADCS
| do not torture for fun. Only for
educati onal purposes.



ZAGREUS
(to Senua)
| think you should return to the
surface before you find yourself in a
wor se situation

Senua and Zagreus have both relaxed now, with their swords
poi nt ed down.

SENUA
Pl ease, ny husband is | ost sonewhere
in hell. Help nme find him then |l
| eave.

ZAGREUS ( KI NDLY)
No need to beg. |I'm |l ooking for
soneone too, and maybe you can help
me. They're on the surface, and |
m ght need your expertise on howto
navi gate what's above.

GLADCS
VWll this has all been truly charm ng,
but I think | can help too. The person
you are |l ooking for is just bel ow us.

SENUA
Pl ease take, us to him

ZAGREUS
This sounds |ike a trap..

The fl oor beneath them begins crunble apart, with spew ng
magma beneath them Zagreus |eaps and grabs Senua before they
go tunbling down. G.aDOS can be heard | aughi ng mani acal | vy,

but soon stops as see Zagreus and Senua standi ng unharnmed on
nmol ten rock.

ZAGREUS
And that is why | never wear shoes.
(to G.aDOs)
See you next tinme | visit Asphodel,

Fl or ence.

Fade to bl ack.



